FEDERAL BUREAU 01 INVESTIGATION 



Date April 8, 



1^68 



Mrs. BESSIE HUTII BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422$ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennesseo, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following Information: 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P.M, on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if nhe had a room. She 
replied yes, and thin individual then asked if he could see 
it. Mrs. BREWER showed hJra Room Wo. 8, which in located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the Individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, Gtatcd that this 
would not bo satisfactory an he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said It would be fine. At this 
point the individual a3ked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B. She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked hor how much the room rent would 
bo for one week, and Mia. UR EVER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pookot and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed tho money to 
her. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills. When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during tfce brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode or transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any typo of register, and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8.50, which was made out in tho handwriting of Mrs. BREWER. 
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toiRooa 5-B or If he left the building at any time after 

MrB * BREWER dld ^t again observe WILLARD 
alter no rented the room, 

_ _ c _ „ Mra » BREWER's husband returned home from work at 

BREWFR*I?A™ 0n Ap 5 A L 4 ; 1968 ' and at that tlrao “r, and Mrs, 
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr, BREWER 

..o n u^ r H° d ° n the tel « vlal on «ot and wan watching the 
Rawhide telovlnlon program, and Mrs. BREWER did the 

Mra n °nH?wFS ea i' Sho ^ t i y a *ter completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also oat down to watch the "Rawhide" television 

* Wi ?: hl i l a mattor of a couple of minutes, Mrs. BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming house, Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
6 :°° P - M * ° n AprlJ 4 ' 19C8 ' She advised 
tooir h ^< ban + tha ^ thou S ht ft was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on hio slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 

«* C !^ d0 £ r i-.!j? W0Ver ' a law enforcement officer was In the back 
or the building and Instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
® ° Be door and roturn to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
kTTij? 1 hear an y noise such as someone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
™ ca11 , hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

. . t Krs « BREWER examined cash that she had on hand 
and determined that she had three $20.00 bills In her 

*?n S nn 8 K??; She was unable to specifically pinpoint which 
5^0.00 bill was furnished to her by WILLARD for payment of 
nis room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described twonty dollar Federal Reserve Notes: 

(1) Sorlea 19'63-A, Serial No. F14002844A 

(2) Sorioa 1963-A, Serial No. IUG1G46C3A 

(3) Series 1363, Serial No. F06445143A 
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TII .- Dn MrB ' brewer furnished the following description 
ILLAROs 



Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 



White 

Male 

Approximately 35 years 
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Holght: 


5*11” to 6* } 


' Weight: 

_ a -m a 


180 pounds 



Appearance: 



ncuiiun icarriea weight w< 
Roal neat looking, clean 
shaven. 



Mrs. BREWER stated that WILLARD appeared to have a 

STd no? 1 * a 8n ° er °1‘ h, ° face d ’ Jrl,, « tholr ©nt i rocon versa t Ion ; 
did not appear aw though he was the outdoors type* was 

wearing a dark sport Jacket or short Jacket, ar. he did not 

< a y e PUl1 tho J acket bark when he reached hln right hand 
hlB P°ckot for hln money; did »*t notice any rfr.gs or 
watchos paid no attention to bis nhoer;, pants, shirt, 

^^ Whe + h P r hy had on * tle * but wact positive that he 

f h«Tr nr*™ 3 hat; , dld n0t g,ve tfm appearance of needing 
a haircut, nor was he wearing a mustache or any long sideburns* 

«nd d rtiH pa ^ t,cu J ar attention to his tooth while he was talking’ 
and <lid not particularly notice about any part of his face g 
including nose, mouth, ears, chin, or eyebrows. ' 

_ ^ rs « BREWER claims that sho did not particularly" 

look at this Individual as she did not like the smilo or 
sneer that he had on his face. 

. .. Mrs ; dld reca11 that when she pointed out 

•the bathroom facilities to WILLARD, n -o told him that everyone 
in the area of hlo room w a a usually quiet but that the guy next 

WILLARD then stated, I take a beer onoo in awhile myself " 

Mrs. BREWER claimed that she told him that was all right as 
long as ho stayed In his room and kept quiet, 

Mrs. BREWER wan unable to state whether any of the 
other roomers at her rooming house had an opportunity to 

°i Ser :V r haV ° a,,y contact with W1LMRD, nor was she 
WT?fjk£n. fUrn i? h «^V y addltlonal Information concerning 

" a 7 tiv * ti *« during tho brief period that ho resided 
tl J Ik ?! hoUBe * Sh * claims that she does not believe 
that she would recognlxo this Individual again from a 

if,”*? ha * °P«’ ortunlt y to see him In person, 
ut qualified this by stating that she probably would be 
able to recoguizo him from tho smile or sneer that he had on " 
hid face if she wore able to observe that In the future. 
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inform h ° clalmed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 

l0n M 0nCW " g hlB P ert,onal background or volunteer 
Hhl ^formation concerning his reason for being in Memphis 
She claimed that WILLARD’S speech was "Just like the real 

; r 0 r d , her “’" * nd that hl * vo<»bul»r» ;id ,*c° n r^r. 
not out of place in her rooming house. Mrs BREWER rn^oii^ 

i irs ; ,ook » d in 

roo^in s;*2»!i2rsi5 "" lli ° ot be ,n the 





